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1. The importance of the context
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2. How inseparable language and culture are
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3. The different types of translations

Cultural Comm. Cultural

borrowing translation transplantation
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4. Be able to apply new insights to franslations
and interpretations
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Culture is... e

Holidays Fashion

Dances Language

Festival Literature

DEEP CULTURE

s Styles and Rules:
Facial Expressions  Body Language
Eyve Contact Personal Space Gestures

Language

Handling and Displaying of Emotion

Notions of: Concepts of:

Courtesy and Manners

Time Family Self

Faith/

Friendship Leadership Past and Future
Religion Beauty Fairness and Justice
Behaviour, Attitudes toward: Approaches to:
Senior Citizens Children Helgion Courtship
Rules Work Age Raising Children Marriage
Cooperation vs. Competition Decision-Making
Authority Animals Berblam Sobino

Death



Translation is NOT...

Without hcur on your fongue
Without mincing words



Normalization is ...

In two shakes of a En menos de lo que

lamb’s tail canta un gallo
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SUMMARY TRANSLATION OF
SIX 2019 PAYSTUBS

[SIC]

This document was translated by the undersigned federally certified interpreter,
Marcia Resler, tothe best of her skill and ability for the Office of the Federal Public

Defender in Phoenix, Arizona. Spelling, punctuation and grammar added/adapted
for clarity. /talics denotes original text.

Marcia Rostor
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Practical Application

| am ???, for Ms. ???.

This an apology letter for having touched her
and for having fondled her. And | beg you to
forgive me. Forgive me for falling in love with
you guys, so that | can feel at peace. | beg you.
For having done things | shouldn’t have done.
Thanks, so long. | will be grateful to you for
forgiving me. Sincerely, ???.

Thanks, Miss.



Practical Application
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Your Honor, Government Counsel. Defense Counsel, (1)
Before anything else. an apology for my offense to the State of Arizona and
mainly to you all.

I want to put into words what I'm feeling right now where I'm at because no one
pays attention to you and no one understands vou. I'm feeling very sad and I
just want to cry and sometimes I do cry, honestly, because I'm not with my
family.

This 1s why I'm begging you again to pay attention to me. please. I need your
support. Government Counsel and yours, Your Honor, and yours also, Defense
Counsel. but I'm writing these lines because, truth be told. I don't recognize
myself at this time.

This 1s why I'm respectfully asking for your support, for you all to give me a
lending hand to see if we can get me some help.

I myself believe that I let [yvou] down and failed [you] and I accept my
responsibility and truth be told I'd like to tell you something: I left my family
helpless and alone because I wanted to give them the best. I made an honest
mistake and I've given them the worst sadness of their lives instead by not
being by their side. Because I've come to realize that the best thing in life is to
be with my family.
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That's the most important thing there's in life: to be with my fanuly. (2)
Homnestly, the most important thing is to be with my family.

I'd like 1t if you could grant me a pardon. Government Counsel. Your Honor.
I'd never return. never ever in my life. For my family. that's why I'm asking you
all to forgive me and to get me out of here because. honestly, it's torturous to be
here. I don't consider myself a danger to the community. I really don't consider
myself that type of person, of that kind.

Very respectfully I promise and swear to you all that never in my life will I
ever give vou all a reason to be upset at me. As for me, I'll never in my life
come back again.

Thank vou very much for vour attention and understanding.

Sincerely. thank you very much for listening to me, Government Counsel.
gentlemen in authority.

Thank you for listening and forgive me for taking this liberty. I extend my
regards. excuse me.

Sincerely.
o

Letters ~ 21



Practical Application
A QUIEN CORRESPONDA:

POR MEDIO DE ESTE ESCRITO QUIERO HABLAR UN POCO SOBRE QUIEN ES PARAM| ) aiillp,

YO TENGO MAS DE 6 ANOS DE CONOCER A QUIEN CARINOSAMENTE LLAMO A, EL ES UNA
PERSONA LINDA, NOBLE, AMABLE, CARINOSA, BUENA ONDA, BONDADOSA, EL ES UN MUCHACHO
ALEGRE Y CON UN GRAN SENTIDO DEL HUMOR, EL REUNE TODAS LAS CUALIDADES QUE YO
CONCIDERO QUE UNA BUENA PERSONA DEBE DE TENER, PUEDO DECIR CON SINCERIDAD QUE EL
NO ES MALO. EL ES TAN BUENO QUE DECIDI CONCEDERLE EL SACRAMENTO DEL BAUTISMO DE M
HIJA.

TAN BUENAY LINDA PERSONA LO CONCIDERO QUE LO ELEGI COMO MI COMPADRE, PUES LEEH
CONFIADO LO MAS BALIOSO QUE TENGO QUE ES MIHIJA, LO ELEGI POR SER NOBLE Y DE BUEN
CORAZON, PUES UNO SABE QUE UN PADRINO VIENE SIENDO COMO UN SEGUNDO PADRE O BIEN
UN PILAR MAS DE APOYO Y EJEMPLO SI A UNO LE PASA ALGO. MIHLA TIENE 5 ANOS Y QUIERE
MUCHO A SU NINO JORGITO, PUES SIEMPRE A ESTADO AHI EN CADA FECHA IMPORTANTE SUS
CUMPLE AROS SUS PRIMERQS PASOS, LAS NAVIDADES,

TO WHOM [T MAY CONCERN:
BY MEANS OF THIS LETTER I'D LIKE TO TALK A BIT ABOUT WHO 88k 1S FOR ME.

FOR MORE THAN 6 YEARS I'VE KNOWN WHOM | AFFECTIONATELY CALL AQPP. HE'S ANICE,
NOBLE, KIND, AFFECTIONATE, COOL AND SOFT-HEARTED PERSON. HE'S A CHEERFUL YOUNG
MAN WHO HAS A GREAT SENSE OF HUMOR. HE MEETS ALL THE REQUIREMENTS | CONSIDER A
GOOD PERSON MUST HAVE. | CAN SAY WITH SINCERITY THAT HE'S NOT A BAD PERSON. HE'S SO
GOOD THAT | DECIDED TO GIVE HIM THE SACRAMENT OF MY DAUGHTER'S THE BAPTISM .

| CONSIDER HIM SUCH A NICE AND GOOD PERSON THAT | CHOSE HIM TO BE MY DAUGHTER'S
GODFATHER: I'VE TRUSTED HIM WITH THE MOST VALUABLE THING | HAVE, MY DAUGHTER. |
CHOSE HIM BECAUSE HE'S A NOBLE PERSON WITH A KIND HEART BECAUSE YOU KNOW THAT A
GODFATHER IS LIKE A SECOND FATHER OR RATHER ANOTHER PILLAR OF SUPPORT AND ROLE
MODEL IF SOMETHING WERE TO HAPPEN TO YOU. MY DAUGHTER IS FIVE YEARS OLD AND SHE
LOVES HER NINO JORGITO BECAUSE HE'S ALWAYS BEEN THERE FOR EACH OF THE IMPORTANT
EVENTS: HER BIRTHDAY, HER FIRST STEPS, CHRISTMAS.
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Practical Application

ENLO QUE YO TENGO DE CONOCERLO ME A DEMOSTRADO QUE ESTA PREPARADDO PARA ESTE
(OMPROMISO COMO LOES CUIDARY VER POR SUS SERES QUERIDOS, PARA NADIE ES FACIL
PASAR LO QUE EL ESTA VIVIENDO EN ESTOS MOMENTOS PERO CONFIAMOS EN DIOS QUE
PRONTO ESTARA CON NOSOTROS COMPARTIENDO DE NUEVO NUESTROS DIAS. Y AS
CONTAGIARNQS CON SU ALEGRIA'Y AYUDAR A LOS QUE'LO RODEAN CON SUS OCURRENCIAS A
10005 LOS QUE LORODEAMOS, EL SABE COMO CONFORTAR EN MONENTOS DUROS. EL SABE
CUANDO E5 ADECUADO HACER BROMAS Y SOBRE T0DO CUANDO DAR APOYO, ES UNA PERSONA
OPTIMISTAYNOS AYUDAA VER LA VIDA CON ALEGRIA Y VER EL LADO BUENO A LAS COSAS
CUANDO SON NEGATIVAS.

Y0 L0 CONSIIDERQ UNA PERSONA HUMILDE BUENA GENEROSA QUE SIEMPRE VEIA POR EL
VIENESTAR DE LOS QUE LO RODEAMOS, NO ME REFIERO A GENEROSO EN COSAS MATERIALES SI
NO EN QUEEL COMPARTIA CON TODOS LOS QUE LO READEABAMOS SU TIEMPO Y SIN ESPERAR
NADA ACAMBIO SIEMPRE NOS AYUDABA Y ESTABA AH] CUANDO ALGO SE OFRECIA, ES UNA
PERSONA RESPETUOSA ESO ES ALGO QUE LOS QUE LO CONOCEMOS SABEMOS MUY BIEN, TODAS
AS PERSONA POR EL HECHO DE SERLO MERECEN TAMBIEN NUESTRO RESPETO.

DURING THE TIME THAT 'VE KNOWN HIM, HE'S SHOWN ME THAT HE'S PREPARED FOR THE
COMMITMENT OF TAKING CARE AND LOOKING AFTER HIS LOVED ONES, IT'S NOT EASY FOR
ANYONE TO GO THROUGH WHAT HE'S GOING THROUGH RIGHT NOW, BUT WE TRUST IN GOD
THAT HE'LL SOON BE BACK AMONG US SHARING OUR DAYS WITH US, SO THAT HE CAN PASS ON
TOUSHISJOY AND HELP THOSE AROUND HIM WITH HIS WIT, HE KNOWS HOW TO COMFORT ALL
THOSE AROUND HIM DURING HARD TIMES. HE KNOWS WHEN [T'S APPROPRIATE TO JOKE
AROUND AND ABOVE ALL ELSE WHEN TO BE SUPPORTIVE. HE'S AN OPTIMIST AND HELPS US SEE
LIFE WITH JOY, TO SEE THE SILVER LINING WHEN THINGS BRING US DOWN.

I THINK HE'S A HUMBLE, GOOD, GENEROUS PERSON WHO'S ALWAYS LOOKING AFTER THE WELL-
BEING OF THOSE OF US AROUND HIM (I'M NOT TALKING ABOUT BEING GENEROUS BY SHARING
MATERIAL THINGS, RATHER THAT HE'D SHARE HIS TIME WITH ALL OF US) AND WITHOUT
EXPECTING ANYTHING IN RETURN HE'D ALWAYS HELP US AND HE WAS ALWAYS THERE IF
SOMETHING WAS NEEDED, HE'S A RESPECTFUL PERSON: THAT'S SOMETHING THOSE OF US WHO
KNOW HIM KNOW REAL WELL. BY VIRTUE OF A PERSON BEING RESPECTFUL, THEY ALSO DESERVE
OUR RESPECT,
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Heroiwca Caborca. Sonora. May 25, 2020

To Whom It May Concem:
By means of this letter I'd to talk about my brother-mn-law,
\ - @ Truth be told, I have nothung but positive things to say about hum. I've
Ha decir verdad no en sn0 (08 poSrh VoW Ci'f' known him for seven years and duning that time he's eamned my affection and that of
4 ais de tonacerks U 4n o Je 4-1'11"1?0 my entire fanuly.
|

\0ndisE (@i Y €l Ae tad i tami o @D has a great, big heart. He's chanismatic, fun, helpful, upbeat and affectionate.

\ e n Qron (Orotan & shenilin. diverlido, Serui '-'Eli This tume without him has been hard for my fanuly because he eamed a place

) ' AR T g ' among us and became a fundamental member due his good disposition. He's always
20+ £l iempo oin €) o sido i pard m there to help us.

oar 52 (Ney e e

: o ] ' k',J“ b m'mw.'lj”‘) He's gong through a hard time nght now and [ have no doubt that he's learned from

S brg disposiciing ¢l H@np e Fﬁ'!ﬁ it. I wholeheartedly hope that he can be back among us soon.
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Practical Application

consider that he is a good person who's had

gﬁmder{j Que.es  hdeng _&ﬂmﬂﬂq o stuff happen to him and gone through tough
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Practical Application
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Letters



MORE TIPS: GREASE IS THE WORD

Por medio del/de la presente

| hereby ~ By means of this letter
... mas cordial y atenta

Respecifully, very respectfully

Con todo el respeto que se merece
BEWARE: with all due respect

o{0]:7.V/{e]\
With heartfelt sincerity, wholeheartedly
BEWARE: wearing my heart on my sleeve



MORE TIPS: GREASE IS THE WORD

“LIC.” Nombre y dos apellidos

1.50 m [4'9"]

Net pay: MXS 2, 165.80 [USS 114.09] *date
Medical Summaries: micturition et al
Direccion: AO



“Translation is an art, not a
mence, after all, and there can
‘ be limitless textual and

contextual elements that
problematlze even the very best
- of translations...”




THANK YOU

Marcia _Resler@fd.org,
Arizona Federal Public Defender Office Staff Interpreter
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